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African American History
One of the themes that scholars have emphasized as a feature defining Africa American history is racism. In chapter 1, Jonathan Holloway reflects on the place of black faculty and studies in academics. He points out his political and intellectual efforts to ensure the admission of black students to historically white colleges and universities in the 1960s. It is during that time that the dominant white universities started hiring black academics to teach in those universities and colleges. This brings about the theme of racism.  Racism is seen when African students could not be admitted to predominantly white colleges, as pointed out by Holloway. Holloway clearly brings out the idea of racism in chapter 1. The other theme emphasized by scholars as a feature defining Africa American history is slavery. In chapter 2 of the reading, Jennifer Morgan explores the place of Africans in the transatlantic slave trade. She refutes the idea that most of the enslaved people were men, saying that the number of women and children enslaved was more significant than that of men. Chapter 3 also brings out the theme of slavery by explaining how enslaved Africans coordinated their large scale revolution to liberate themselves from bondage.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Africans responded to the transatlantic slave trade and middle passage by having a shared African spirituality and extensive networks of communication which helped them liberate themselves and destroy slavery. They used identity and communication unbeknownst to Europeans for them to interact with each other on the voyage (Boster, 2013). The Africans also responded to slavery using uprisings and violence (Richardson, 2001). They would resist following the orders, although the resistance failed, and they would be punished severely. Finally, Africans responded to slavery through suicide and starvation. The slaves would refuse to eat and commit suicide. Suicide was done by the refusal to eat or take medicine or jumping overboard and other opportunistic means available.

It was tough for slaves to resist or challenge their bondage. The enslavers curtailed Their efforts to oppose slavery. Most of their efforts to combat did not bear any fruits and ended up in futility. Slaver crews ensured that no slaves died from suicide and self-starving (Phillips, 2007).  Slaves were forced to feed or tortured until they ate. A few of them managed to starve themselves to death, but most of them were kept away from means of suicide. Some of the slaves were able to jump overboard, but they ended up dying. The crew halted any ways that the slaves could use to resist (Richardson, 2001).
African culture was a vital tool in maintaining the unity of Africans in the face of the Americans and enslavers. Chapter 4 explains how Africans brought a wealth of knowledge and skills to the Americans. The African culture was a vital tool of uniting the Africans; it gave Africa a sense of humanity, resiliency, and determination to end slavery. Michael Gomez explains how enslaved Africans safeguarded elements of their African culture even when they were forced to adopt the harsh conditions of servitude. They even created their own culture that blended the ingredients from their diverse cultural backgrounds with the dominant Euro-American culture. Lawrence Levine explains how enslaved Africans from different religious, ethnic, and social backgrounds created a distinct African American culture. Africans used their culture to develop modes of expression through spiritual practices and music. The culture also helped the Africans to express their humanity in ways that the enslavers could not understand. The slaves could express their religion, humor, and aspirations in ways that their tormentors could not understand. Thus, African culture united the Africans in the face of the Americans. 
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